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I N S I D E :  

 DTI holds the 2nd 

Philippine FabLab 

Conference 

 

 OTOP PH Hub opens 

in Campalanas, Siquijor 

 

 DTI & Go-Negosyo 

pioneer 1st National 

KMME Summit 2018 

 

 DTI develops 

prototype app for 

business registration 

 
 DTI-CARP Coffee 101 
training caravan 
 
 

  DTI promotes use of 
PH-EFTA FTA, calls on 
Exporters to seize 

opportunities 
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ovember showcased the 2nd Philippine Fablab 
Conference on November 21-23 at the Robin-

sons Galleria, Cebu City. 
 
The FABFEST 2 gathered an assemblage of business-
men, makers, and creators all over the Philippines. With 
Talks, Maker and Fablab Workshops, Exhibitions and De-
mos, and Lab Presentations. It engaged stakeholders with 
diverse experiences and expertise – sharing their valuable 
inputs in coming up with solutions and initiatives to deliver 
high impact interventions to MSMEs and other clients.  
 
About 50 exhibitors and “technopreneurs” joined the 2nd 
Philippine FabLab Festival.. The three-day event, also 
showcased the “maker movement”, a new style of produc-
tion wherein private citizens get to create products using 
digital fabrication equipment such as 3D printers and laser 
cutters based on data available on the Internet.  
 
In an effort to provide a venue for micro and small enter-
prises (MSEs) to showcase their products, the Department 
of Trade and Industry (DTI) opened a One Town, One 
Product Philippines Hub (OTOP PH Hub) in Siquijor at the 
Pasalubong Center, Campalanas, Lazi on November 28. 
An OTOP PH Hubs is a center where MSEs can display  
products that have been given assistance by DTI.  
 
Last 20 November, the DTI in partnership with the Philip-
pine Center for Entrepreneurship – Go Negosyo gathered 
the mentee graduates, certified mentors and enablers in 
the 2018 Kapatid Mentor ME Summit held at the Water-
front Cebu City Hotel. 
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The FABFEST 2 gathered an assemblage of businessmen, makers, and creators all over the 

Philippines. With Talks, Maker and Fablab Workshops, Exhibitions and Demos, and Lab 

Presentations.  
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   News Bite 

Last 20 November, the Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI) in partnership with the Philippine 
Center for Entrepreneurship – Go Negosyo 
gathered the mentee graduates, certified men-
tors and enablers in the 2018 Kapatid Mentor 
ME Summit held at the Waterfront Cebu City 
Hotel. 

KMME Summit was launched with the aim to 
delve into the inspiring entrepreneurial journey 
of top business experts, build network and 
strengthen the relationship amongst the 
mentees, mentors, and enablers, provide a B2B 
avenue to the participants through showcasing 
the products of mentee-graduates and to contin-
ue capacitate development opportunities for 
both the mentors and mentees. 

Usec. Zenaida C. Maglaya was present during 
the summit and shared the KMME accomplish-
ments from the past two years and how it greatly 
helped the mentee-graduates. KMME Summit 
provided two sessions focusing gender sensitivi-
ty and building MSME resilience to disasters 
which were facilitated by Carmen Lopez, Super-
vising Project Officer of Great Women Project 2 
and Rene S. Meily, President of Philippine Dis-
aster Resilience Foundation (PDRF). One of the 
highlights of the summit was the Pitch to Reach: 
The KMME Challenge, an activity that was craft-
ed to be a platform for KMME mentee-graduates 
to learn and understand how to pitch and see 
this as a practice session. Eight mentees pre-

sented their respective business plans to a panel for 
pitching. 

Accordingly, the top eight finalists were lucky to be 
coached by Carlo Calimon, the Director of StartUp 
Village. On the list of the panelists for the Pitching 
Activity were Steve Benitez of Bo’s Coffee, Dr. Cecil-
io Pedro of Lamoiyan Corporation, Josephine 
Romero of Magpie, Prof. Willy Arcilla of Arcilla Mar-
keting and Leadership Consultancy and Clarke Ne-
brao of Terravida Natural Ventures. 

Highlighting the importance of integrity on being a 
successful entrepreneur, forum one entitled Business 
Leaders: The Untold Stories of Success was pre-
sented during the summit. The panelists were Justin 
Uy, Profood International Corporation; Dr. Cecilio 
Pedro, Lamoiyan Corporation; Jay Aldeguer, The 
Island Group; Steve Benitez, Bo’s Coffee and Bunny 
Pages, Pages Holding Inc. The forum was moderat-
ed by Virgilio “Nonoy” Espeleta, PCE Visayas Coor-
dinator. Additionally, the last forum entitled Tales of 
the Field: Inspiring Stories of KMME Mentors and 
Mentees featured both mentors and mentees as pan-
elists namely Clarke S. Nebrao, Terravida Natural 
Ventures; Rey Calooy, RNC Marketing; Victor 
Madlangbayan, Hill Stop Hack; Brienda Gup-ad, 
Shaquil Food Products (CAR Mentee) and Marvin 
Viagedor, Silly Boy Hot Sauce (Region 7 mentee). 
The forum tackled business ideas and setting the 
right entrepreneurial mindset. The forum was moder-
ated by DTI KMIS Dir. Patricia May M. Abejo. (visit 
dti.gov.ph for more DTI news) 
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   News Bite 

The Department of Trade and Industry, 
in its thrust to provide a more enabling 
business environment for MSMEs, has 
pioneered the establishment of Fabrica-
tion Laboratories (FABLAB) in the 
country. 
 
To amplify the existing individual efforts 
of the Fablabs, the DTI – Cebu hosted 
a Fablab conference dubbed as FAB-
FEST 2: 2nd Philippine Fablab Confer-
ence on November 21-23, 2018 at the 
Robinsons Galleria, Cebu City. 

 
The FABFEST 2 gathered an assem-
blage of businessmen, makers, and 
creators all over the Philippines. With 
Talks, Maker and Fablab Workshops, 
Exhibitions and Demos, and Lab 
Presentations, it was an engagement of 
stakeholders with diverse experiences 
and expertise – sharing their valuable 
inputs in coming up with solutions and 
initiatives to deliver high impact inter-
ventions to MSMEs and other clients. 
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  Activities in Photos 

 
(Photo above)   A joint DTI and BSP Seminar on Consumer Empowerment, Fraud and Scams in this Digital Age 
was conducted on Dec 3, 2018. 

 
(Photo below)   On the 3rd day of the Philippine Fabrication Laboratories Festival 2018., participants visited the 
factory of Minebea Mitsumi in Danao City and Vasacrafts Company in Lapu-lapu City. . 
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  Activities in Photos 

 
(Photos above and below)  In an effort to provide a venue for micro and small enterprises (MSEs) to showcase 
their products, the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) opened a One Town, One Product Philippines Hub 
(OTOP PH Hub) at a Pasalubong Center in Campalanas, Lazi, Siquijor on November 28.  OTOP PH Hubs are 
centers where MSE can display their products that have been given assistance by DTI. The OTOP PH Hubis the 
demand side of the OTOP program of the Philippine government that provides the physical and online channels 
and market access platform where OTOP products are showcased on a day-to-day basis. 
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   News  bites 

The government has developed a prototype that will allow new busi-
ness registrants to apply for business permits using a mobile phone. 
 
“We are pleased to report that business registration at your fingertips 
will soon be a reality. A multidisciplinary team composed of private/
public sector representatives from DTI, DICT, SEC, QC LGU, and 
PHILHEALTH, with help from our friends from New Zealand Creative 
HQ, has just finished a prototype that enables end-to-end business 
registration on a mobile device. We are happy to note that the proto-
type is a viable concept. But more tests are being completed in order 
to further validate,” said DTI Secretary Ramon M. Lopez, also the 
Chair of the Ease of Doing Business/Anti-Red Tape Advisory Council 
(EODB/ARTAC). 
 
Since July, the DTI has organized a series of Design Sprints workshop 
and successfully developed a prototype for a portal on LGU infor-
mation, and a framework on the Philippine Business Number (PHBN). 
 
According to the DTI Secretary, the last design sprints held this week, 
is the last and the most challenging and timely. Project One’s launch of 
Design Sprint 3 follows the release of the Doing Business Report Sur-
vey 2019 where we improved in the starting a business indicator, in-
creasing from 66.86 to 71.97 in terms of EODB score. This also re-
flected an increase in the ranking from 173 to 166. 
 
The Design Sprints Team successfully created a streamlined process 
for business registration, providing an excellent opportunity for the 
Philippines to become one of the first countries to adopt a business 
registration process that can be completed (end to end) on a 

smartphone. The One Central Business Portal is being developed as an 
alternative registration channel that is so easy to use. This will signifi-
cantly reduce the time, steps and costs plus the inconvenience of busi-
ness registration particularly for micro, small and medium enterprises. 
The One Central Business Portal is expected to significantly make it 
easier for someone wanting to start a new business in the Philippines by 
consolidating government requirements in one application form. By 
making the portal available online and through the mobile phone, its 
transforms the registration experience into a convenient facility that is 
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, including holidays. Through 
the development of this portal, someone interested in putting a new 
corporation will no longer have to visit and transact with several govern-
ment agencies separately. It also spares the applicant from having to 
contend with numerous face to face interactions, as well as queues to 
obtain a service. 
 
The One Central Business Portal complies with Section 13 of RA 11032, 
mandating a “central system to receive applications and capture applica-
tion data involving business-related transactions, including primary and 
secondary licenses, and business clearances, permits, certifications or 
authorizations issued by the local government units.” 
 
The DTI Secretary said that in accordance with RA 11032, DTI shall turn 
over the prototypes for the One Central Business Portal, including the 
framework of the Philippine Business Number (PHBN) and the end to 
end registration to the Department of Information and Communication 
Technology (DICT) for possible integration with other government sys-
tems. Under the newly enacted law, the DICT shall be primarily respon-
sible in establishing, operating and maintaining a central business portal 
or other similar technology, said Secretary Lopez.♦ 
 

The Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) – Bureau of International 
Trade Relations (BITR), in coordination with the Philippine Trade and 
Investment Center (PTIC) – Geneva, and the European Free Trade 
Association (EFTA) Secretariat, organized a series of seminars on 
understanding the Philippines-EFTA Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
under the One Country One Voice (OCOV) initiative. The advocacy 
seminars held in Cebu (5 November), in Davao (7 November), and in 
Manila (9 November) aimed to increase understanding of the FTA and 
offered practical information on how to export to the EFTA markets. 
The Philippines’ trade accord with the EFTA states, comprised of Ice-
land, Liechtenstein, Norway, and Switzerland, entered into force on 1 
June 2018. 
“The PH-EFTA FTA marks an important milestone for our countries as 
it is now easier to do business with Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, 
and Switzerland. We are here to tell you about the opportunities ripe 
for the picking, eradicate doubts, address concerns, and most im-
portantly, to listen to your suggestions on how we can further help you 
gain a stronger foothold in the EFTA markets,” Trade and Industry 
Undersecretary Ceferino Rodolfo emphasized. 
The seminar provided a comprehensive overview and main features of 
the bilateral trade agreement and covered customs issues such as 
rules of origin, proofs of origin and the verification procedure as well as 
other issues related to trade in goods, namely sanitary and phytosani-
tary requirements and technical standards. Experts also explained the 
approach to agricultural products in the FTA. The speakers and re-
source persons also gave detailed information on how to export to the 
EFTA markets and capped off with a Roundtable Discussion on how to 

maximize trade opportunities under the FTA. 
Some of the benefits for Philippine products are duty-free market 
access for all industrial and fisheries exports, significant conces-
sions on agricultural exports, and more liberal origin requirements. 
Opportunities for Filipino skilled workers and professionals who want 
to access the EFTA market or partner with EFTA service suppliers 
who intend to supply services in the Philippines were also highlight-
ed. 
The three cities were chosen due to the high concentration of Philip-
pine exporters and manufacturers in key sectors. Cebu is an im-
portant economic center in Visayas for products such as furniture, 
processed food, fashion accessories, to name a few. Cebu hosts 7 
manufacturing ecozones, 35 IT parks and centers, an agro-industrial 
ecozone, and 2 tourism ecozones. Davao, on the other hand, is 
called the Food Basket of the Philippines being an important produc-
er and hub for agricultural produce, such as bananas, pineapples, 
and cacao. There are 2 manufacturing ecozones, 11 IT parks and 
centers, and 3 agro-industrial ecozones located in Davao. Finally, 
Manila is the center for commerce, banking and finance, and serves 
as headquarters for a number of companies. 
 
The OCOV is DTI’s primary mechanism to involve stakeholders in 
its trade policy formulation and also serves as an important dialogue 
mechanism for DTI to inform stakeholders about latest develop-
ments in the country’s international trade and investment relations. 
Swiss Ambassador Andrea Reichlin, and Norwegian Ambassador 
Bjørn Jahnsen actively supported the sessions in Cebu, Davao and 
Manila. .♦ 



Kalampusan   November  2018 

http://kalampusan.weebly.com/                                                                                         Enabling Business Empowering Consumers 9 

  Activities in Photos 

(Photo above)  More than a hundred Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises benefitted from the 2-day entrepre-
neurship learning session dubbed Show Me, Teach Me MSE. Made possible through the collaboration with BPI 
Foundation, the event was held at Kew Hotel, Tagbilaran City from November 14 to 15, 2018. Topics from the 
sessions include Green Business Ideas and Practices as well as Basic Business Recording which were taught by 
Philippine Trade Training Center accredited speakers. 

 
(Photo below)   DTI-Bohol participated in the Gobyerno Serbisyo Para sa Bayan, an initiative of the Office of the 
President thru the Office of the Presidential Assistant of the Visayas and LGU Panglao, which happened last No-
vember 13, 2018 at the Panglao Cultural Center, Panglao , Bohol. DTI Bohol mobilized the AH shoppers Mart 
and DU EK SAM Inc to sell their products during the whole day Diskwento Caravan.  
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  Activities in Photos 

 
(Photo above)  DTI Siquijor conducted Diskwento Caravans in Larena and Siquijor. 

 
(Photo below)   Launching of the Suggested Retail Price (SRP) and prescribed labelling for milled rice 
in Siquijor;  Stakeholders' Meeting with National Food Authority Siquijor, DTI Siquijor and the Office of 
the Provincial Agriculturist.  

https://www.facebook.com/nfapublicaffairs/?__tn__=KH-R&eid=ARAxAf-scc-RJTkwXJuIxliCCLIqLEJIKc0i77w51bYNI-IqiHFo6MPMDfvQ6dCYkK0IMo175zBcUfvA&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAHLcAfmyeFWIrbxCcQKGxBNOXDml6tHQCPLla8E6RDmAZVJPmB2r30T6sh5s70daPcvz5IFQXskPjFkJ638VL


Kalampusan   November  2018 

http://kalampusan.weebly.com/                                                                                         Enabling Business Empowering Consumers 11 

    News  Feature 

Coffee occupies an important 
place in the world economy, being 
widely consumed as the most pres-
tigious beverage. In the world trade, 
coffee ranks first among non-staple 
commodity and is rated as the fifth 
most important agricultural product. 
The recent worldwide popularity of 
special brews and exotic blends of 
coffee gives a silver of hope to the 
Philippine Coffee Industry.  

The wonderful aroma of ground 
beans and the flavorful taste of cof-
fee have become the life blood of 
many booming cafes. Hence, great-
er demand for the main ingredient of 
the potent brew is indeed increasing 
due to the escalating patronage of 
coffee products and some coffee 
shops. 

The question now is whether Philip-
pines has the capability of satisfying 
this ever increasing demand for 
good green coffee beans. Moreover, 

is Bohol ready to supply green coffee beans in certain volumes and at ac-
ceptable quality? 

Directions are now in the pipeline where the province of Bohol through a 
consortium of governmental and non-governmental entities through the Bo-
hol Coffee Development Council started to do ground validation on coffee 
plants and coffee farms all over the province. This is basically designed to 
generate not just ball park figures but a more realistic database on the sta-
tus of the Bohol coffee industry. 

For more than ten (10) years, government through the Department of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources through its National Greening Program pro-
vided coffee planting materials to certain communities in the upland areas of 
Bohol where more than a thousand hectares in the forest zones have been 
planted with coffee. Some survived and are now harvestable. 

The last quarter of the year through the first two (2) months of the following 
year is the harvest season for coffee. Seeing the opportunity to have a good 
harvest this season, the Department of Trade and Industry through the 
Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program and the Coffee Industry Cluster-
ing Program together with the Bohol Coffee Development Council, the De-
partment of Agrarian Reform, the Department of Environment and Natural 
Resources, the Department of Agriculture and the Provincial Government of 
Bohol through the Office of the Provincial Agriculturist conducted the first 
ever Coffee 101 Training Caravan last October 10 – 12, 2018. This caravan 
covers the municipality of Bilar, Dagohoy, Ubay, Alicia, Danao, Carmen and 
San Miguel training a total of 182 farmers and other coffee stakeholders  in 
the 7 municipalities. 

Ms. Maribel “Bing” Sumanoy, the DTI7 Coffee Industry Cluster Regional Fo-
cal Person and one of the 5 Coffee Q Grader of DTI acted as the resource 
person. Her training on Coffee Grading and her understanding of the Coffee 
Standard System together with her hands-on experience in coffee produc-
tion through the Baslay Coffee allows her to deliver theoretical and hand-on 
experience in post-harvest processing to the Bohol coffee farmers. 

This Coffee 101 Training Caravan was designed to allow coffee farmers to 
appreciate the right coffee harvesting and sorting. The training also enabled 
the farmers to understand the coffee grading and standards systems right at 
their farms. By having them appreciate these enabled them to get better 
prices for their green coffee beans. Post-harvest processing was given ut-
most attention for this is a major contributor to the flavor profile of the coffee. 
This can either improve or destroy the flavor profile of the coffee. Proper 
processing is thus considered crucial to quality coffee. 

Although Bohol cannot compete with other provinces in the country in terms 
of quantity and volume of Green Coffee Beans, it has been the intention of 
the Bohol Coffee Development Council to achieve the Bohol Coffee Mission 
on Zero Defect on the Green Coffee Beans. Achieving this will allow our 
farmers to supply to the local market quality beans at better prices. This will 
also lead in the development of the Bohol Blends where this can be market-
ed in the local resorts and hotels for their morning brews. 

More activities are in the pipeline to reach out to more coffee farmers in the 
countryside, training them and guiding them on the proper production proto-
col and  on the appropriate post-harvest processing procedure. (blp) 

Bing Sumanoy, DTI7 Coffee Industry Cluster Re-

gional Focal Person , during one of her trainings. 
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  Activities in Photos 

 
(Photo above)  Thirty KMME mentee-graduates were given Certificates of Recognition, medals, and sablays for 
completing the 10 weekly sessions and presenting their Business Improvement Plans to business panelists. The 
third batch of KMME, the biggest batch so far for the province, all hail from the second congressional district of 
Bohol. Partners of this program are The Local Government Unit of Talibon, Hon. Aris Aumentado, Talibon Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry, and Bohol Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Present during the ceremony 
were OIC Provincial Director Maria Soledad Balistoy, DTI 7 Regional Director Asteria Caberte, Dean Virgilio 
"Nonoy" Espeleta of Philippine Center for Entrepreneurship, and Assistant Secretary for Regional Operations 
Group Blesila Lantayona.   

 

 

(Photo below)  The new Negosyo Center Business Counselors were accompanied by DTI staff Jojo Somido and 
Anton Gabila to visit the various SSF (Shared Service Facility) and MSME Projects in Negros Oriental.  
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 New Bite 

Foreign businesses continue to show strong confidence 
in the country’s continued growth, directing large sums of 
capital into the country as evident in the 156.7% increase 
in investment approvals with the Philippine Board of In-
vestments (BOI) in the first 10 months of the year. The 
country’s primary industry development and lead invest-
ment promotion agency reported that foreign investment 
approvals from January to October 2018 reached P39.3B 
compared to the P15.3B recorded in the same period last 
year. 
  
Overall, investment approvals with the agency reached 
P515.9B in the first 10 months of 2018, a 26.2-% in-
crease compared to the same period last year where it 
reached P408.8B. 
  
“The latest BOI investment figure is a concrete testament 
to the continued confidence of the international investing 
community on the strong fundamentals of the Philippine 
economy and the policy reforms and infrastructure devel-
opment under President Duterte’s administration,” said 
Trade Secretary and BOI Chairman Ramon Lopez. 
  
Among the main country-sources of FDIs are Indonesia 
with P6.4B, Malaysia with P2.9B, Japan with P2.8B, Aus-

tralia  with P1.1 billion, China  with P1.1B, the United 
States of America  with P612M, Italy  with P485.7M, Sin-
gapore with P404.1M, and finally Switzerland with 
P357.7M. 
  
To further complement the already strong economic fun-
damentals, Secretary Lopez also said, “The agency is 
seriously geared towards spearheading the much-
needed investments promotion and policy initiatives 
such as the Strategic Investments Priority Plan (SIPP)—
a key in creating more jobs and business opportunities 
that will spread more prosperity and enable more Filipi-
nos to beat poverty.”  The BOI is already in high gear as 
SIPP roadshows are being launched across the provinc-
es in the archipelago, in preparation for the Tax Reform 
for Attracting Better and High- Quality Opportunities or 
TRABAHO Bill.   
  
“After the record-breaking investment approval figure of 
P617B in 2017, the agency is working hard to breach its 
investment target of P680B for this year. The rest of the 
year should be pretty exciting. There are several big-
ticket projects undergoing strict evaluation process, to 
ensure that incentives are needed to realize their strate-
gic impact,” Trade Undersecretary and BOI Managing 
Head Ceferino Rodolfo said.# 
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